
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome.  We are a group of 

Friends Exploring And Sharing Together,      
and we are so pleased to welcome you to this Gifted Table. 

Here, we each come as we are — there is no preaching, no 
pressure, just the warmth of welcome, the hope of honest 

connection, and the joy of being in community. 

Each week we follow this simple rhythm, as we learn to 
listen deeply to each other, and to God  

• Friends (5–10 mins): Welcome, and a simple icebreaker. 

• Exploring (10–15 mins): Words or phrases that stand out. 

• And (5–6 mins): Receiving the gift of wondering. 

• Sharing (15–20 mins): Conversations, stories, and a possible 

creative task. 

• Together (10 mins): Sending and singing. 
 

Whether you have come on your own seeking answers, or 
because a friend invited you, know that there is a place set 

especially for you around this table. 

We do hope to see you again, and that through Grace, 
Invitation, Faith, Transformation, Encounter, and Discovery, 

we will celebrate this season as FEAST. 
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John 1:1-14 NRSV The Word Became Flesh 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overtake it. 
 
6There was a man sent from God whose name 
was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
10He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own 
people did not accept him. 12But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 
 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 
and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
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Week 2 – The gift of Invitation 
 

Minnie Louise Haskins (1875-1957) 
The Gate of the Year (1912) 

 

And I said to the man who stood 
at the gate of the year: "Give me 
a light that I may tread safely 
into the unknown". 
And he replied: "Go out into the 
darkness and put your hand into 
the Hand of God. 
That shall be to you better than 
light and safer than a known 
way". 
So I went forth, and finding the 
Hand of God, trod gladly into the 
night. 
And He led me towards the hills 
and the breaking of day in the 
lone East. 
 

So heart be still: 
What need our little life 
Our human life to know, 
If God hath comprehension? 
In all the dizzy strife 
Of things both high and low, 
God hideth His intention. 
 

God knows. His will 
Is best. The stretch of years 
Which wind ahead, so dim 
To our imperfect vision, 
Are clear to God. Our fears 
Are premature; In Him, 
All time hath full provision. 
 
Then rest: until 
God moves to lift the veil 
From our impatient eyes, 
When, as the sweeter features 
Of Life's stern face we hail, 
Fair beyond all surmise 
God's thought around His 
creatures 
Our mind shall fill 
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I'm dreaming tonight of a place I 

love 

Even more than I usually do 

And although I know 

It's a long road back 

I promise you 

  

 

I'll be home for Christmas 

You can count on me 

Please have snow and mistletoe 

and presents under the tree 

Christmas eve will find me 

Where the love light gleams 

I'll be home for Christmas 

If only in my dreams 
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