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THE METHODIST CHURCH – NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT

Minutes of District Synod (Representative Session) held on 20 September 2025
at Davenport Road Methodist Church, Witney

District Chair : 	The Rev’d Dr SH
Synod Secretary : 	PS

1. Welcome
Rev’d AB (Superintendent Minister) welcomed Synod to the West Oxfordshire Circuit.

2. Worship
The District Chair led Synod in a service of Holy Communion.
Rev’d NF, Rev’d KF and Rev’d RP led the music for the meeting.

3. Opening business
Scrutineers were appointed from the Vale of Aylesbury Circuit.
Attendance: The Synod was held in hybrid format with about 90 people on site and some 50 attending online. 
Rev’d JC was granted a dispensation.
Apologies had been received from 24 supernumerary ministers and lay members of the Synod. 

Deaths
The Synod noted the deaths since the last representative session of the Synod of the 
Rev’d DB, Rev’d GT and Rev’d DM.  Synod gave thanks in prayer for their lives and service.

Letters of greeting were sent to the daughters of MG, to Rev’d SC, and to the asylum-seeking residents of the Dragonfly Hotel, Peterborough.

4. Report from Conference
Rev’d KB introduced the video of highlights of the 2025 Conference. AH spoke about the neuro-diversity session, and Rev’d JP about the stationing report.  Synod discussed their reactions in small groups.  

5. Safeguarding
SW, Regional Safeguarding Officer for our District, explained that, although the Safeguarding posts were now transferred from District to Connexion, we should experience no change in their work. She encouraged circuits and churches to update safeguarding policies, and ensure they are visible. New workshops were available on Safer Recruitment, and on Risk Assessment.  She reminded Synod that Supernumerary ministers need to keep safeguarding up to date, if they are leading worship.

6. New Places for New People material for Advent and Christmas
The Connexional Advent and Christmas campaign this year is called “Gifted.” Rev’d KS briefed Synod on “Gifted Table” - material for six sessions of reflection that she had prepared to go alongside the Connexional Campaign. The sessions are designed to inspire and enable churches to take the first steps toward exploring what new Christian communities might look like within their own contexts. 

Synod adjourned for lunch for an hour

7. Refugees and Asylum-Seekers
Synod followed Conference in reflecting urgently on this issue, starting by watching a brief video on being a welcoming community. OR and JL spoke of their personal experience of being asylum-seekers. SM of the Joint Public Issues Team briefed Synod about national actions that JPIT is promoting. Rev’d SJ then encouraged Synod members to consider “What personal action do you feel God is calling you to take in response to this?” and “What tangible steps might you suggest to your church or circuit to take, to become a more effective welcoming community?”  Circuits will be asked at the April Synod to report on their ideas and actions in response. 

8. Peace
JC, Director of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, spoke of the Methodist heritage of work for peace and non-violence, and the need for both negative peace (the absence of war) and positive peace (shalom).  This coming Sunday was Peace Sunday, and he invited churches to include a prayer in their services. The Chair drew Synod’s attention to the conflict in Cameroon, where the Presbyterian Church is our partner. Rev’d AB concluded this session with prayer.

9. Representatives to Conference 2026
Rev’d KB, Rev’d MM and Rev’d JP were elected as presbyteral representatives to the 2026 Conference. JC, AH, JL, OR and PS were the only people to put themselves forward as lay representatives, and were duly appointed. 

10. Appointment of District Officers
Synod approved the appointment of District officers, as recorded on the District Structural Directory, on the District website. 

11. Cease to meet for worship
The District Executive recommended to the Synod that Dogsthorpe Methodist Church, in the Peterborough circuit, cease to meet for worship, and that worship be discontinued at the site of Kingsley Park Methodist Church, in the Northampton circuit, whilst the congregation met elsewhere. These recommendations were approved unanimously. Rev’d NF offered a prayer of thanks for the mission and service of faithful Methodist people in these churches.

12.  The world in my parish
Rev’d DPM-C drew attention to an intercultural forum to reflect on life together in diverse congregations being organised on zoom on 2 October by Wesley House, Cambridge.

13. Thanks
The Chair expressed her thanks to all those involved in Synod, particularly Rev’d SJ and the people of Davenport Road church; AV technicians; musicians; all who had spoken; and the Synod secretary.

14. Closing worship
Rev’d KF led closing worship.

Next meeting
Spring Representative Synod – 25th April 2026, at Irthlingborough in the Nene Valley circuit.
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Reverend Dr SH
Chair of the Northampton District
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