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The Methodist Church'

Northampton District

District Eco Summit Report for Representative Synod

Chair of the Eco Summit Group: Rev’'d Sonia Hicks, District Chair

1. Introduction

In March 2026, the World Meteorological Organization published the ‘State of the Global
Climate 2025’ report. This shows the increased impact that humans are having on the
world around us. There are some serious warnings given: confirmation that 2015-2025
was the hottest 11-years on record; approximately 91% of excess energy has been
absorbed by the ocean, in the form of heat, causing record levels of ocean heat; the
ocean absorbed around 29% of anthropogenic emissions of carbon dioxide, changing
the pH levels of the water; extreme weather that has impacted millions globally. Each of
these has both rapid and large-scale impact on nature cycles. As Christians, it is our
duty to respond to the global climate and biodiversity crises. We see, across the world,
the injustice that those who have contributed to the climate crisis the least are being
affected the most. As Christians, and Methodists, we should do what we can to
safeguard God'’s creation and achieve a just world.

In both the Old and New Testament there is reference to God’s creation and our
responsibility to steward the world in which we live. For example, in Genesis and
Colossians we see that, as humans, we have been commanded to “Fill the earth and
subdue it” (or “care for it”) to “rule over every living creature”. This is a responsibility and
blessing. It is a privilege. “All things have been created through him and for him”, so in
honouring and respecting the world around us, we are lifting up our praise to the Lord,
our God.

Members of the Eco Summit group feel that it is pertinent for Representative Synod to
have Environmental matters as standing agenda items. The responsibility of fighting the
climate and biodiversity crises sits with the Northampton District, not just the members of
the Eco Summit group. Many Circuits are not represented at the Eco Summit meetings,
so having an agenda item at Synod gives an opportunity for a collaborative approach;
especially with the District’s approach to Net Zero Carbon.

The Eco Summit group would be grateful if Synod would encourage each church, within
the Northampton District, to use the space and resources they have to find a way to
make a positive impact to environmental care. There is some exciting work across the
District that is already happening. For Eco Church, we already have 31 bronze awarded
churches, 5 silver awarded churches and 1 gold awarded church. The efforts and work



to achieve this is considerable, so thank you. Let’s learn from and encourage each other
to keep moving towards a more sustainable future.

As individuals it can feel like an impossible task — but the good news is that there are
over 60 million committed members of the Methodist Church, with a further 20 million
adherents; and across denominations, there are 2.64 billion Christians world-wide. If we
worked together, what a difference we could make.

Below outlines some areas of recent discussion within the Eco Summit Group. If any
members of Synod have an interest in joining the discussions of this group, or if you
know people within your Circuit who may be interested, please contact the District Office
who will be able to send dates and timings of future meetings.

2. Lifestyle Changes Initiative

The revised Eco Church Network Survey, used across approximately 25 churches in the
Milton Keynes Circuit, was introduced to the group. The survey is structured around
four themes:

- Influence — Information-sharing and campaigning engagement.

- Carbon Footprint — Personal carbon footprint awareness and energy usage.

- Personal Choices — Food sourcing, transport, finance, consumer behaviour, and waste.
- Nature — Appreciation, experience, care, and protection of nature.

A key change to the survey places stronger emphasis not only on purchasing habits but
on how individuals use their time and voice to campaign.

Key Discussion Points:

- Eco engagement must focus on encouraging, engaging and equipping members, not
just focusing on the church building.

- Meetings should balance environmental impact with the importance of avoiding digital
exclusion; Zoom is useful but cannot replace all in-person gatherings.

- Many individuals underestimate existing eco-positive behaviour and need
encouragement.

- Access to sustainable options such as Fairtrade or zero-waste outlets varies
significantly, especially with affordability. It is important to challenge and look at fresh
ways of doing things.

- It can be uncomfortable talking about money; but we should be encouragers in all
aspects mentioned.



Key Questions:
- Do churches find this aspect of Eco Church challenging? If so, what aspects?
- What help is needed across the District?

- Is there a way of sharing examples that have worked?

3. Solar Panels for Manses
Key Discussion Points:

- Would the District consider offering support to install solar panels on manses?

- Action for Hope are currently offering funding, up to £500.00, that is available for
energy audits. This can be applied for through the District Treasurer and Grants Officer.

- Energy Audits are typically costing £750.00-£800.00, with companies visiting 2-3
churches or manses in the area.

- Other companies who are doing energy audits are:
- ESOS Energy
- Inspired Efficiency
- Greener Edge
- Mondes
- SWEA

- There is a list of companies on the District website. The quotes would be required.

4. Circuit Progress Updates
a. Carbon Footprint Calculation & Offset

- Updates from the Vale of Aylesbury Circuit include: log piles for insects; pollinating
plants; tree-planting projects overseas; promoting Ecosia search engine; reducing
energy usage; encouraging low-carbon travel; reducing IT-related carbon footprint by
weeding documents and emails; and encouraging renewable electricity.

b. Environment Policies Across Circuits

- Circuits were encouraged to pursue Eco Circuit status. The District is approaching a
Bronze award with Eco Church, however the policy needs to be reviewed constantly.



- Deeping Church shared about tree-planting an exciting potential-opportunity where a
wood may come available for use by the community and church.

- The website ‘Caring for God’s Acre’ was shared with the group as a useful resource.

- It was agreed that every church within the District can do something with the space
they have.



