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Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB)
Northampton District Report to Synod – April 2026
Submitted by: Menesia Chikazi
Area Trustee – Northamptonshire, Derby & Nottingham Districts

Introduction 
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We thank God for the ongoing work and testimony of Methodist Women in Britain across our Districts. This report highlights our activities, developments, and ongoing commitments in service, fellowship, leadership, and social justice.

Leadership and Representation
I have been serving as Area Trustee since September 2025, following Mrs Mary Gill. I work alongside a dedicated team of Ambassadors, including Mrs Mary Gill, Mrs Nina Rawlins, Mrs Sue Nickson, and Mrs Rebecca Wakelin, across the Northampton, Nottingham, and Derby Districts. We also maintain regular contact through a Trustee and Ambassador WhatsApp group, which facilitates communication and collaboration across the districts.

District Fellowship and Engagement with the wider Church
In January, we hosted a Zoom Coffee Morning on Saturday 24th, themed “The status of women – a way forward.” This was a meaningful time of fellowship and reflection. We were especially inspired by Leonora Wassell, who shared about her visit to the United Nations and spoke powerfully about the role of women’s voices and faith in global issues.

Annual Conference
Looking ahead, 12 women from our District will attend the MWiB Conference at The Hayes Conference Centre in Swanwick from 10 to 12 April 2026. The theme is “Where power meets purpose: small changes that change the world,” and the keynote speaker is Mrs Carolyn Godfrey. Carolyn Godfrey is a former Vice President of the British Methodist Conference. The conference will focus on faith in action, justice, and strengthening women’s leadership within the Church and society.

World Federation Engagement
The World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women is the global organisation with which MWiB is affiliated. MWiB represents Britain in the Britain and Ireland Area and collaborates with Methodist Women in Ireland. Helen Cunningham will assume the role of Area Vice President for Europe: Britain and Ireland on 1 September 2026, following Barbara Easton's impactful tenure. Her official appointment will occur at the 15th World Assembly in New Zealand, scheduled for 25 to 30 August 2026.

Leadership Development – Helen Kim Memorial Scholarship. 
We continue to encourage interest in the Helen Kim Memorial Scholarship; a World Federation initiative aimed at women aged 18–30. The new incoming Helen Kim Scholar is Miss Izzy Solomon, succeeding Madeline Reed from 1 September 2026. We also give thanks for Miss Madeline Reed, the current scholar studying at Cliff College, whose tenure finishes on 31 August 2026.

Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB)
MWiB continues to play a vital role in:
· Encouraging fellowship and spiritual growth 
· Promoting social justice and advocacy 
· Supporting women’s leadership within the Church 
· Providing resources for local and global engagement  
Building on these areas of focus, through worship, events, and initiatives, MWiB is committed to empowering women to express their faith in practical and meaningful ways. For instance, on 5 October 2025, MWiB members led a Local Arrangement Service at Kettering Central Methodist Church. Mrs Nina Rawlins led the service, working with church stewards Mrs Menesia Chikazi and Mrs Rutendo Nhariswa, and receiving support from Mrs Mary Gill and Mrs Miriam Stevenson. This collaboration strengthened confidence and participation in worship within the Circuit.

Grants and Support
MWiB continues to support individuals and communities through grants. Examples include:
· Funding for community outreach projects supporting vulnerable women 
· Support for wellbeing and mental health initiatives 
· Contributions towards training and leadership development programmes 
· Assistance for local church-based women’s ministries and activities 
These grants demonstrate our commitment to practical support along with spiritual encouragement. More information is available on the MWiB website: https://mwib.org.uk/index.php/2020/10/24/mwib-gifts-and-grants/

Resources and Publications
New copies of the MWiB Annual Review Booklet are now available, highlighting the impact of MWiB work locally and globally, and specific grants and support given 
Members are encouraged to use these resources to raise awareness and increase engagement.

Social Justice and Community Engagement
We also continue to engage in social justice work through our webinar series "Let's Talk About It," hosted by Co-chair Olive Ruzvodzo, which encourages women to discuss topics we don't normally talk about in church, whilst offering a safe space for conversation and reflection. Please find our YouTube link below, which can be shared within our district.
Methodist Women in Britain - YouTube

Conclusion
In everything we do, we remain dedicated to nurturing faith, promoting justice, and strengthening fellowship. We thank God for His guidance and look forward to continuing this work in the year ahead.

Submitted with thanks, gratitude and commitment,
Mrs Menesia Chikazi
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