Report to the Spring Synod from the Northampton District Ecumenical Team

During the course of the previous year the Ecumenical Team has met several times with the Chair of District, both in person and via Zoom.  The meetings have covered the wide range of concerns brought to the attention of the Ecumenical Officers team.
The four Ecumenical Officers cover the following areas:
The Revd Ian Suttie – Northamptonshire, Peterborough and Rutland.
The Revd Andrew Farrington – Leicestershire
The Revd John Anderson – Oxfordshire
The Revd Edson Dube – Milton Keynes
Administratively, the Revd John Anderson has refined the online storage system for Local Ecumenical Partnership documents, constitutions and other related materials.  This archive will be a valuable resource both for the Ecumenical Officers and for local churches or circuits seeking information about ecumenical matters.  We continue to be most grateful to John for all the work required to update this resource.
Individually, members of the team have been involved in ecumenical matters in their local areas working creatively with our ecumenical partners at both local and county levels; a ‘flavour’ of the work is given below.  An area of concern has been the cutting back of financial support for county bodies by some of our partner denominations and consequent decisions not to replace County Ecumenical Development Officers on their retirement in some parts of our District.  The Ecumenical Officers concerned will be monitoring the outcomes of these decisions.
Churches Together in Peterborough, Northampton and Rutland (Shire and Soke):
It was with sadness that we received the news of the resignation of Allison Shefford, one of the two part-time County Ecumenical Officers for Shire and Soke.  Allison has done a great work within this area, particularly with some of the ‘new’ churches and she will be much missed.  Shire and Soke has made a six month temporary appointment  of Ann Mackinnon to cover the work whilst discussions take place on a new appointment.  Ann is currently involved as administrator of Christ the King in Milton Keynes and we appreciate her willingness to combine this role with that of a Shire and Soke CEO.  In the Peterborough Circuit we look forward to the appointment of a part-time URC presbyter with particular responsibility for the Whittlesey and Westgate Churches.
Oxford:
The Bishop of Oxford, the Right Revd Dr Steven Croft  is due to retire in July 2026, and the Right Revd Gavin Collins, the Bishop of Dorset, will become the acting Bishop.
Two new members of the county body have been appointed: the Roman Catholic Church has appointed Deacon Steven Patterson from the Portsmouth Diocese and the United Reformed Church has appointed  a new ecumenical minister, the Revd Wayne Hawkins.
Buckinghamshire:
A revised Constitution for Well Street (Buckingham, Bicester and Brackley Circuit) was signed on the 18th November 2025.  At Fairford Leys a Staffing Consultation Group has been set up (of which the Revd Edson Dube is a part) to seek a ministerial successor.  It is hoped that this process will create an opportunity to revive the Churches Together in Buckinghamshire group.
Leicestershire:
A revised job description is in the process of being written for the Leicestershire County Ecumenical Officer, and it is intended that encouraging local groups will be a major part of the role.
Earlier this year the Revd Andrew Farrington took part in an ecumenical visit to Trichy, and his report on the visit to the Ecumenical Officers team is attached.
The Ecumenical Officers team is anxious to be of service to local churches and circuits within the district and welcomes enquiries and requests to help out where they can.  The team remains committed to encouraging local churches and circuits to continue on the ecumenical path by remaining faithful to Jesus’ prayer for his disciples that they may be one, and to be living signs of what can happen when God’s people are committed to one another in worship and service.
The Revd Ian Suttie


