Manse report for Spring Synod 2026

There are currently 20 manses across the District with overdue District inspections.   In addition, there are two manses requiring volunteers ahead of Ministers arriving, and one further inspection is in the process of being arranged, also in preparation for a new Minister.  
We continue to work towards completing the list of overdue inspections; however, the lack of volunteers remains a significant challenge which inevitably slows progress.
Our sincere thanks go to Superintendents who supported this work by identifying and encouraging volunteer inspectors from their Circuits.   It is always very encouraging when a manse can be removed from the urgent list, following a completed inspection.  We’d like also to express appreciation for the volunteers who have generously given time on behalf of the District to undertake this valuable and worthwhile role.
A District inspection should take place every five years, and is purely a pastoral expression of our duty to care for Ministers and their families, helping to ensure that their home is in a suitable condition to live in.  Inspections typically take approximately one hour to complete, and volunteers should come from a neighbouring Circuit.   A ‘Schedule J’ form is completed by the volunteer inspectors, and travel expenses are reimbursed by the District.
This is a very fulfilling way of supporting our Ministers, sustaining them in both their work and home life. It is a one-off arrangement rather than an ongoing commitment.  As Ministers care for us, we share a responsibility to care for them in this way.
Please do consider whether you might be able to offer a little time to support this important pastoral work and contact the District Office if you would like to get involved.  
Our email address is: office@northamptonmethodistdistrict.org.uk

The Northampton Methodist District Office.
