
 

THE METHODIST CHURCH – NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT 

 

Minutes of District Synod (Representative Session) held on 7 May 2022 

 

at The Market Harborough Methodist Centre in Market Harborough Circuit 

 

 

 

District Chair :  The Revd Canon Helen D Cameron BA, MPhil, MCSP 

Synod Secretary :  Mr Derek Beaumont.  

 

 

The District Deacons group led a powerful service of worship, including reflection on the gap 

between the everyday experience of a person on the margins wrestling the government’s hostile 

environment, and God’s promise that all are equal.  

 

Hours of Session were agreed as 10.15am to 3.00pm.  

 

The Revd Andy Murphy, Superintendent of the Market Harborough Circuit, welcomed Synod to 

Market Harborough. 

 

Scrutineers were appointed from the Market Harborough Circuit – but were not needed. 

 

Attendance: The Synod was held in hybrid format with 68 persons on site and others attending 

online through some 70 connected devices.   

 

Dispensations had been granted to Revd Andy Fyall, Revd Helen Fyall,  

Revd Dr Langley Mackrell-Hey (partial), Revd Dr Jill Marsh, Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck, Revd 

Miriam Moul, Revd Keith Underhill, Revd Adam Wells and Revd Andrew Wigley.  

Apologies had been received from 13 supernumerary ministers and lay members of the Synod, 

with one substitution.  
 

The Chair noted that significant numbers of Synod members were still affected by Covid, and 

were held in our prayers. 

 

Deaths. The Synod noted the death since the last representative session of the Synod, of  

Revd Philip Beuzeval, Revd Ronald Dyer, and Revd Joe Goodrich.  The meeting stood and gave 

thanks in prayer for their life and service. 

 

Letters of greeting were sent to:  Revd Shirley Baker, Revd Jocelyn Bennett, and Revd Douglas 

Maw.  

 

Memorials to Conference: None had been submitted. 

 

Re-appointment of Chair of District 

Revd Romeo Pedro, Deputy Chair of the District, took the chair. 



 

The Synod Secretary reported that the panel appointed at the September synod had met to consider 

the re-appointment of Revd Helen Cameron as Chair of the Northampton District for an extension 

of one year to August 2024, and recommended she be so appointed.  

The nomination was unanimously approved.  

 

Revd Helen Cameron resumed as chair of the meeting. 

 

Appointments 

The following were nominated to District appointments: Revd David Alderman as Deputy Chair 

of District; Revd Lesley Dinham as the Secretary of the District Executive; and Paul Spray as 

Assistant Synod Secretary.   

All three nominations were unanimously approved. 

 

The Chair thanked Revds Andy Fyall, Romeo Pedro, and Rose Westwood for their service as 

Deputy Chairs of the District. She said that she would bring a second name to the September Synod 

as a Deputy Chair, and would search for a third, seeking diversity amongst the Deputy Chairs. 

 

Revd Sara Cliff, Revd Dr Langley Mackrell-Hey, and Revd David Spiers were nominated as 

members of the District Executive.  

All three nominations were unanimously approved. 

 

 

Report of the District Executive 

The Synod Secretary referred to his written report on the work of the District Executive. The 

District Executive recommended to Synod four requests to cease worship: 

Lee Common Methodist Church, in the Amersham Circuit 

St John’s Methodist Church in the Amersham Circuit 

Winchmore Hill Methodist Church, in the Amersham Circuit 

Grandborough Methodist Church, in the Rugby and Daventry Circuit. 

 

Synod agreed these recommendations. 

The Chair offered a prayer of thanks for the witness of these churches, concluding “For all that has 

been, thanks; all that is, we celebrate; for all that is to come, we trust You.” 

 

Guest speaker: Walking with Micah 

The Chair welcomed Rachel Lampard, former Vice President of Conference, and leader of the 

Joint Public Issues Team, who is currently seconded to a two year project called “Walking with 

Micah.” Rachel spoke about what it means to be a justice-seeking church, facing challenges on 

every front, as illustrated by the opening worship. She noted that Micah faced a similar situation, 

and began by telling the truth. She asked us to reflect on what justice means, and noted that we do 

not all agree. Nevertheless, the Methodist Way of Life calls on us to act, not just issue vague 

statements. She quoted Gustavo Gutierrez: “So you say you love the poor – name them.” She 

referred to the experience of community pantries, where folk became members rather than 

recipients, and could buy low cost food of their choice. As a result, pantry members may come to 

feel that the churches where community pantries are located are theirs. We reflected in groups, 

each on a particular vision of what a just world looks like; identifying the key obstacle in the way 



 

of getting there; and what our next steps might be. Rachel took our notes away as part of her 

listening exercise, and urged churches to hold similar Walking with Micah justice conversations 

by the end of June. The Chair thanked Rachel warmly. 

 

A retiring collection was taken in aid of the Ukrainian Appeal of All We Can and the Methodist 

Church; the sum of £256.60p was collected. 

 

The Work of the District    

 

District Mission Enabler Matt Forsyth spoke of the range of opportunities that Circuits could 

explore, all of which have material available. He invited us to choose one or more as a first step. 

They include Discipleship pathways, Everyone an evangelist, the Methodist Way of Life, church 

in the rural context, EcoChurch, and digital worship. He would be delighted to help. The 

District’s New Places for New People project, FEAST, has been approved for Connexional 

funding, and will launch in September.  

 

Learning Network: Michael Wadsworth and Stuart Watkin updated Synod on their work, which 

now covers five Districts. They drew particular attention to forthcoming events: Bible Month on 

Isaiah; the theology book group on God is not a white man, by Chine McDonald; the user guide 

on Methodism’s strategy on Equality, Diversity and Inclusion/Justice, Dignity and Solidarity, 

and the mandatory training on that to be launched in September. Jenna Thorne has joined the 

team as Digital Learning and Development Officer. 

 

Methodist Council: Dr Hellen Okello referred to her written report, and singled out highlights 

from the 90+ papers that came before the Council. Revd Sonia Hicks has been appointed Chair 

of the Council for a four year term. Council will propose to Conference a new governance 

structure, replacing the Methodist Council and the Strategy and Resources Committee with a 

single Connexional Council, and reducing delegates to Conference from 306 to 221. On Justice, 

Dignity and Solidarity, a service of repentance, recommitment and thanksgiving will be held 

during the 2022 Conference. A plan called Action for Hope has been agreed to move the 

Connexion to carbon net zero by 2030.  

 

Regional and District Restructuring: The Chair reported that she was part of a Connexional 

task group which was engaging with a proposal to reduce the number of Districts from 31 to 

around 12, to be implemented by 2027/8. This is an attempt to create a structure to reflect 

reduced numbers. Our new District would definitely include Northampton; Nottingham and 

Derby; and Lincolnshire. It has already been agreed by their Synods that Revd Helen Cameron 

will be the overseeing Chair of these three Districts ( N&D 2022, Lincolnshire 2023) , with 

Deputy Chairs in place in Nottingham & Derby and Lincolnshire. The new District may also 

include one or more of East Anglia, and Beds/Essex/Herts. A regional working group already 

meets, and we are recruiting for workstream leaders to consider the finance,property and lay 

employment implications. Nevertheless, the change for individual churches could be very small. 

“Mission areas,” reflecting current Districts, are likely to continue as groups of Circuits 

supporting each other.  

 



 

Candidates outcomes: Revd Andy Murphy reported that all three of our candidates - Owen 
Carney, Dorothy Pipet and Claire Sutcliffe – had been approved for presbyteral training by the 

Connexion. 

Testimony service: Revd Bekkie Wright, probationer in our District, has been recommended for 

ordination. The Chair warmly invited everyone to her Testimony Service on 12th June at Oakham 

– 4.30 tea, followed by 6pm service.  

Farewells 

The following would be leaving the District before the next synod: Revds Helen and Andy Fyall; 

Revd Romeo Pedro; Revd Rose Westwood; Revd Andy Hardwick; Revd Steve Swann and Julie 

Swann; and Revd Nigel Wright. The Chair offered a prayer of thanks to God for their faithfulness 

and generosity, and wished them well.  

 

Next meetings 

Autumn Representative Synod – 17 September 2022 at King’s Park Conference Centre, 

Northampton. The speakers will be Trey Hall, leader of the Connexional Evangelism and Growth 

team, and Deacon Eunice Attwood. The Chair said she would like to make it possible for non-

members of the synod to attend their session, possibly by zoom; further information will be made 

available. 

 

Thanks were expressed to all those who had played a part in the organisation of the Synod. 

 

Synod concluded with an act of worship led by the Chair and Revd Helen Bell. 

 

 

 

 

   
   

 

Revd Helen D Cameron     Derek Beaumont 

District Chair       Synod Secretary 

 


