
“Getting out there with prayer”: Kingsley Park Methodist Church 

Kingsley Park Methodist Church is situated along a busy shopping area in Northampton surrounded 

by streets of terraced houses.  A small mission group supported by Rev Romeo Pedro decided to 

hold a prayer and ribbon morning on the forecourt at the beginning of September. 

 A large feather banner was ordered to catch the attention of people walking past and a trellis set up 

for ribbons to be attached to.  Armed with nothing more than a table to hold the hot and cold 

refreshments we welcomed with no obligation to join for a free drink, a chat and the means to write 

a prayer if they wished. 

Many said good morning, a few chatted, some had refreshment and a few left a prayer.  A few 

conversations including ‘I don’t believe but I think it’s a nice thing that you are doing’ to the lovely 

conversation with Andrew further down. 

The purpose of the morning was to engage the Kingsley Community and let them see us with smiling 

faces, we took the lead from them as to what they were comfortable with.   No pressure, no 

obligation we are here for you. 

In all things if you have no dialogue there is no opportunity to bring people to a relationship with 

Jesus Christ.  The morning started the dialogue and we will be repeating again in October.  

A few thoughts of the morning from our mission group are shared below. 

‘I think that a lot of my conversations were with people who I knew from the past, I greeted a lot of 

others who mainly managed to smile and respond. I got the impression that a lot of people were 

surprised to see us there and although they didn’t feel the need to leave a prayer, they were happy 

to see us outside the church – maybe next time they will stop to leave a prayer. Those I knew from 

the past were all happy to stop and share some thoughts and concerns although they didn’t all want 

to leave a prayer. Overall I think it was a very encouraging start.’ 

‘The youngest visitors to our forecourt were two year 10 students from NSG (Northampton School 

for Girls).  Over a cup of tea and a lengthy chat, both said what a good idea it was to reach out to our 

local community in this way.  Although they didn’t contribute a prayer to the board this time, I’m 

sure they would feel comfortable about stopping by another time and who knows?’ 

‘I had a lovely conversation with Andrew who lives locally. He shared that he once worked for 

Northampton borough as a gardener and was living in supported accommodation. I found out his 

favourite flower was the English Rose. He wanted to place a prayer on the display but explained he 

was not able to write. So, I wrote it down for him which he was very pleased about. His prayer was: 

"For people to care and understand". He was referring to those who find it difficult to cope within 

the normal society community of life. I explained his prayer would be shared on Sunday morning. He 

smiled and said he was happy for this to happen.’  

 



 


