
Hinton Outreach Group 

The village is currently being developed with the addition of 240 houses, which will be known as 

Woodford Meadows.  Concerned that the size of the village was fast resembling a small town, with 

the loss of community spirit, the Methodist Church Outreach Group decided to hold a family event 

to help integrate the new and old communities. 

They visited each new occupied household, introduced themselves and asked whether they would 

be interested in coming to a family event and asked for feedback on what else they might be 

interested in.  They also put up posters on all parts of the village advertising our event at a ticket 

price of £5 for a family of four.  Of course, this would only cover the cost of the hire of the Memorial 

Hall with the rest of the expenses being met by the Methodist Church, and partly funded by a 

District MANGO grant.  Local retailers were also approached, and donated vouchers, and sweets for 

the children 

They chose a Frozen Theme Party, the room was decorated with bunting, balloons, pretty 

tablecloths, flowers and of course Frozen paper plates and cups. An excellent entertainer was hired. 

For two hours, she kept the children entertained dressed as Elsa from the film Frozen, with magic 

tricks, balloon making, dancing, games and even a snow machine which the kiddies loved.  All the 

children were so enthralled there were no problems with unruly or even shy anti- social behaviour. 

  

Meanwhile the adults enjoyed a number of table quizzes with whatwas deemed a God incidence of 

every table winning at least one prize. The evening culminated with a Play Your Cards Right Quiz, the 

star prize being a £25 voucher towards a meal for two at the Indian Tandoori Cottage Restaurant in 

the village.  As the guests were leaving the children were given sweets and a book mark with a 

Christian theme to take home.  The catering was done by Church members who put on a buffet fit 

for royalty, and Rev. Barrie Lawless and his wife Lois Ann made excellent pizzas which were a great 

hit with children and adults alike. 

Confirmation that this was God inspired came through the fact that two new families who lived on 

the same street had never met each other prior to that night and became firm friends, and one little 

family even turned up at the Methodist Church Service the next day.   

All in all, this first project was a big success, the numbers were smaller than had initially been hoped 

for but this had the benefit of being a small enough number to chat with properly.  The outreach 

group would value your prayers and then with God’s help it will be a case of………….WATCH THIS 

SPACE. 

Irene Critchley. 


