
Pioneering on Housing Developments Conference at CMS Oxford  18 July 2017 

This was a very well attended conference and included Methodists from several different Districts.  

Topics covered: 

 Estate Culture  discussion included  

The length of time needed to commit in order to be accepted.  Basically be in for the long 

term  

The need to live on the estate.  The importance of being present.  It can take a long time to 

be accepted 

 

 Estate Power   discussion included 

Where is the passion 

The temptation to be a provider/ performer and the need to give this up in order to learn to 

walk on uncommon ground 

Who holds the power, (it’s rarely with the residents)and the importance of empowering 

others. 

Problem of Social Cleansing, where people were moved out of their communities to make 

way for new housing 

 

Sharing food was mentioned over and over again, as a great way to connect.  Few people 

these days make themselves available to listen to others, and this is an important ministry. 

 

The importance of keeping the ‘rumour of God’ alive. 

 

 Estate Wisdom 

It’s about building relationships, celebrating anything!  The Big Lunch has been very helpful 

There is a great danger of being another service provider.  Jesus said I call you friends, so 

how can we be friends.   

Be in there for the long term 

Things that have worked.   A community house 

Strongest recommendation is to rent commercial space and run a coffee shop 

People feel they are never listened to. 

 

The difficulty is that when new housing is built it is reduced to a commodity.  People feel 

they are buying into a community, then when they live there they realise it is like 

everywhere else.  The marketing does the ‘airbrushing’ and working out who we can help 

build community is essential 

 

 Resources 

William Temple Foundation   Faiths and Flourishing Neighbourhoods Network ( FFNN) 

They are looking at these issues to try and produce strategy of how to work in 

neighbourhoods 

National Estates Churches Network  ( There will be a day conference in Birmingham April 

2018) 

Street Space FYT.org.uk  They build up relationships with youth projects on estates and offer 

coaching for projects 

 



Grove Booklet  EV113   Pioneer Ministry in New Housing Areas   Penny Marsh and Alison 

Boulton.   

 

There has been some independent research about Estates which was done by a person with 

no faith who ended up calling it” Divine Intervention?” as she saw the impact of faith in 

community and this could be useful when talking to authorities. 

 

CMS are setting up a hub to provide information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


