
Hope at Great Western Park 

In May 2017 two new Methodist Community Chaplains began pioneering work on the Great 
Western Park estate, Didcot, alongside Anglican colleagues and the various ecumenical activities 
among this new housing development. 

Sarah and Libby are pictured here with the motor-home they use as a base... very much like earlier 
Methodist mission caravans. In the first few weeks they had already had over 60 contacts with local 
people and are beginning to be recognised and known around the estate very quickly. 
 

     
  
Sarah says, "There is much to learn but we are slowly getting to grips with the responsibility of the 
motorhome who we have affectionately called Hope. We have already had a very positive welcome 
and start to our chaplaincy and I look forward to sharing more and more, developing real friendships 
and becoming part of GWP community. I feel very blessed to have been given this opportunity to 
serve God in this place, especially as it's just on my doorstep. I hope we will be seen as caring, down 
to earth, approachable and relevant- just the way the Gospel should be. 
  
Libby says, "Our first month in role as Community Chaplains at Great Western Park in Didcot has got 
off to a great start. We've enjoyed lots of conversations with various people living, working and 
playing in the area. These have ranged from learning about cricket from a secondary school team in 
between matches at the sports centre, to the intricacies of building new houses in a short space of 
time with construction workers, the history of the initiative from Christians already involved at GWP 
to gardening tips with retired folk living in the new build area, with everything in between. We've 
been honoured by the trust and respect that many have given us, sharing their stories of hope and 
pain with us, and are constantly amazed by God's faithfulness. It's surprising how rewarding it is to 
have simple conversations about life and faith with so many who are seeking for God in a world 
where the church is less visible. Thank you all for your ongoing prayers and support - they sustain us 
in the everyday" 
  
If you'd like to know more you could contact the community chaplains at  
  
sarah.communitychaplain@gmail.com or libby.communitychaplain@gmail.com 
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