
Banbury Circuit create Messy Sainsbury’s - 27 November 2016  

Cast your minds back to the first Sunday in advent. As you were all sitting relatively comfortably in your 
chapels, sharing worship and watching the first candle in the advent rings being lit, we were in Sainsbury's 
foyer on the Oxford road, prepared - but slightly nervous - to share the beginning of advent with the shoppers 
who were there. 
 
This cunning plan - code named "messy Sainsbury's" began many months earlier, when the three of us were 
talking about the lack of younger faces in some of our congregations and when we asked each other "where 
are people on a Sunday morning" we all said "Sainsbury's" (other supermarkets are available). We chatted 
on and decided that we could take the real meaning of Christmas out into the commercialised world of 
Christmas, to people to where they were, and when better but right at the beginning of advent. 
 
So started a period of communication between Sainsbury's and Lin (our Superintendent), seeking permission 
to use their foyer. This took some time but she got there in the end. We decided we wanted to share the 
Christmas story, and in order to engage with people, we needed to have something on a large scale and 
visual to stand out and make them stop; and we wanted people to be able to take something physical away 
with them too. So we decided to paint a mural of the Bethlehem night sky, with a prepared stable. We had all 
the characters ready, but left them blank so that they could be filled in as a collage on the day, and we had 
cotton wool and silver stars, so that sheep and stars could be added to the night sky and hills.  
 

 
 
Janice came up with two ideas for crafts that could be made to take away. One was a paper, trumpet 
blowing, angel and the other a cake in a cup, including a recipe and all the ingredients to make a cake - this 
would be made to then give as a gift. This gave us the opportunity to talk about the whole story but also 
focus on the angels sharing the good news, and the wise men giving Jesus their gifts. 
 
Once set up we soon had many helping hands sticking and painting, cutting and making. We talked and 
shared our thoughts on Christmas with all ages from toddlers (yes there was paint and paper everywhere), to 
mums and dads and older people who enjoyed making and crafting just as much as the children. 
 
Everyone got to take away a bag filled with their crafts a paper angel, a cake in a cup to give as a present. 
We also gave them a small book with the Christmas story and a leaflet listing the services at the local 
churches over the Christmas period, so maybe you might have seen some of them at your chapel! 
 
I certainly was reminded on that morning that church isn't about a building, it's about like-minded people 
coming together with one aim - to worship God - and that worship can be done in many ways, it's about 
sharing Jesus - that morning we shared Jesus and it's about sometimes stepping outside our comfort zones 
and thinking outside our church boxes!     
 
Written by Jo Hearle 


