
What do you do at ‘Art at the Chapel’?

Run a display space in the sanctuary alongside our church 
cafe and invite a variety of people to exhibit including 
individual artists, art groups, local organisations and
charities. We also put on thought provoking faith-based 
exhibitions. 
  
Workshops and participatory art events help others to 
ddevelop their creative side, celebrating the belief that 
human creativity is part of the image of God in which we 
are all made. Projects have included a banner making 
workshop, exploring new techniques, being part of the 
Giant Puppet project and running a group in collaboration 
with the Sharma Women’s centre as part of Touchstone’s 
interfaith Women Weaving Wisdom project.   

We explore ways we can use art, creativity and 
our imaginations to worship, pray and grow in 
our relationship with God. This includes putting 
on services, quiet days and providing materials 
to encourage people to engage with God 
creatively.
..

How did this come to happen?

TThe Art at the Chapel group was originally formed by 
people interested in encouraging the arts and creativity 
in a church context. The group set up a gallery and 
local artist Steve Hammond Evans agreed to a period 
as Artist in Residence at Bishop Street Methodist 
Church.

DDue to the success of this project the group decided to 
apply to the District for funding for a one day a week 
Art and Spirituality Worker. This was approved and the 
post is currently held by Ruth Joy.

What challenges do you face and how 
have you begun to overcome them?

LLearning the best way to advertise what we do 
and increasing our network of people interested in 
the exhibitions and events that we put on. Finding 
the balance between what we would like to 
achieve and what is possible with a one day a 
week art worker. We’ve found it is important to 
choose which projects to focus on and not try to 
do do too much.

What have you learnt that could help others working in this field? 

Using an email marketing tool such as Mail Chimp is a great way to create regular 
newsletters informing people of what is going on. Keep things professional with 
contracts between church and artists when putting on exhibitions. A group of people 
each working to their strength can achieve a lot more than an individual working 
alone.  

Pinterest is a great source of inspiration for getting 
ideas for simple but effective prayer stations. These 
can be used during services or set up in a ‘prayer 
corner’ if the church is open during the week. 

Web      www.artatthechapel.com
Email     info@artatthechapel.com 
Phone     0116 255 4111
Address  Bishop Street Methodist Church,    
                 10a Bishop Street, Leicester, 
                  LE1 6AF

                                            Ruth is usually works on Wednesdays   

OPEN EXHIBITION: 

If you are interested in 
submitting a piece of art, 
photography or poetry for our 
upcoming open exhibition on 
‘Wonder’  please get in touch 
ffor more information.

What have you learnt about God through this process? 

When you have done what you can to organise and advertise an exhibition, project or 
event and you put it in God’s hands often the right people come in the right numbers.  

God can use things we do for him in amazing ways to touch people’s 
lives even when we wish you could have had more time to have done a 
better job! 

Silence, art and creativity are powerful tools which can 
create non-verbal spaces in which God can speak to 
people in a unique way. 


