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Re-imagining Church in existing buildings 

Facilitator: Rev Jane Gaffney with Lucy Catling 

“From death to resurrection” 

How did we come to be? 

 Newbold Methodist Church opened in 1879 

 Building work to modernise it in 1993  

 Closed to Sunday worship in 2008 due to low numbers 

 The Circuit chose not to sell the premises but to keep it 
as a resource for community use  

 Different things were tried…some worked, others didn’t 

 A Grace Worker was employed by the circuit from 2010-

2014 and started a toddler group (which still thrives)  

 Rev Jane Gaffney undertook an MA dissertation “A 

critical reflection on a Methodist Chapel’s journey from 

death to resurrection” 

 The Chapel in its current form started to emerge in 2015  

 A phone call about a microwave turned into 6 tonnes of 

food and the birth of Newbold Chapel Cafe! 

 

 

Challenges and how we are trying to overcome them… 

 Reaching out to the local community and rebuilding trust – lots of time and networking 

 Being rooted in the local community – actively involve local people with volunteering and leadership  

 Sometimes it is very hard and seemingly unfruitful – patience, prayer, searching and listening are essential  

 How do we hold in tension the practice and discipline of the Methodist church, retaining the essential DNA of 

Methodism, yet allowing something new to be nurtured with its own identity? We are still grappling with this!  

 Finance –Secular grant applications (particularly from the County Council) have enabled us to move forward 

 Pioneering can be lonely – make sure volunteers have good support structures in place 

What we are learning and advice we would give… 

 Beware of a ‘quick fix’…it takes time for a new 

identity to form 

 Inherited church and fresh expressions of church 

NEED each other and can strengthen each other 

 It is ok to take risks!  

 Just because one thing does not work does not 

mean it is all over 

 Some things are for a season 

 The importance of working in partnership 

 It often gets messy but mess is ok!      

           

        

 

 

  

 

What we are learning about God… 

 The gospel challenges us to embrace death, in all its uncertainty in the hope of resurrection 

 God calls us to love the Church just as Jesus does 

 God’s call to Social Holiness – Church needs to be a way of living rather than something people simply go to 

 Church is not about us, and what we like, but about God and what he is calling his people to do…we need to seek 

where the Holy Spirit is already at work and join in! 

 

 

 

    …God calls us to root everything in prayer! 

 

 

 

The Chapel is supported by Christians from 4 of the circuit churches. It 

provides pastoral care and discipleship to local people who have little or 

no other church connection. Everyone is welcome!  Our vision is to grow 

loving community in Newbold. We do this by providing a welcoming venue 

and offering a wide range of activities including a toddler group, social 

eating events, honesty shop, weekly prayer and monthly family worship. 

We seek to be a diverse, journeying community where God’s love can be 

seen in action, social isolation is broken and none are excluded. 

Without the financial, prayerful and practical support of Rugby 

& Daventry Methodist Circuit The Chapel would NOT exist 

 

Who are we? 


