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Lubbesthorpe is a large housing development on the edge of Leicester.  Currently it is primarily 

farmland however over the next 15 -20 years 4,250 houses, schools, bridges, shops, health facilities 

and business sites will be built and it will become a new town.  40% will be open space and the first 

houses are close to being completed with settlers moving in from April. 

Churches Together (CT) heard of the Development some years ago and in 2011 wrote to Blaby 

District Council (BDC) expressing an interest in ‘Building Community in Lubbesthorpe.    BDC were 

very open to this and after discussions the Council realised CT were serious about taking part in 

creating this community and they became partners. 

Over the next few years a consultative process took place with the community and CT also started 

an ecumenical prayer group.  With the support of the council and developers CT advertised for 

Pioneer Community Worker in early 2016.    I (Sue) started the role in September 2016 with the 

remit of helping build community along with the hope that at a later date some sort of missional 

community will be birthed out of the context of what Lubbesthorpe will be. 

Probably the first major challenge for this role was the lack of people!   At first it felt quite 

disconcerting to carry out my remit of building a community with only a few builders and a sales 

team on site!    In the early days I often felt like there was little to go on so I came up with four key 

elements I considered were needed to help me make sense of the task ahead of me.  These were 

PEOPLE, PLACE, STORY and SPIRITUALITY.   They continue to help me map out a picture of what 

Lubbesthorpe is and what it might become.   In pioneering we talk about having no map, I guess for 

me this is the beginning of my map. 

Currently I’m learning how to be the guest.   I have no space of my own in Lubbesthorpe, no house, 

no office/community space and so I am always the guest.    That’s been hard, however I am learning 

to live with it and do actually think it is a really good place to be.  When you are used to working out 

of your own space then there is an imbalance of power between you and the other person and 

things tend to happen more on your terms than the others.  It’s a different dynamic to meet 

someone in their space (or in a neutral space) and I hope when I do get some space in 

Lubbesthorpe I will remember what it is to be the guest and I hope I continue to be other people’s 

guest.   After all Jesus was always the guest in his ministry so why shouldn’t I! 

Re-imagining and pioneering new ways of being church means learning huge amounts about who 

God is and how much bigger He is than we can imagine.   That means I am constantly being 

discipled.   I used to think discipleship happened in small groups, in Sunday church or on courses 

however more than ever I am learning what it is to be a disciple, to rely totally on Jesus in new 

situations and places where I’m not always comfortable.  Sometimes I love that but other times it’s 

decidedly hard and I wonder what on earth He ….. and I are doing!  My advice to anyone wanting to 

do something similar?    Get a great support team around you, learn from others and trust your 

instinct is led by the Spirit.    Finally don’t be afraid to fail, just learn from it! 


